[image: image1.wmf]   UNIVERSITETI POLIS -  SHKOLLA NDERKOMBETARE E ARKITEKTURES DHE POLITIKAVE URBANE
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ACADEMIC YEAR 2010 - 2011
Academic program

Subject:

Philosophy of Science and Research Methods
Lecturer:

Dr. Mahmut CEKA MARSHAN (Associate Professor)
	
	Semester:

	
	Hours
	Total hours per week

	Lessons (at Studio)
	4 Hours (Lecture)per week
	3

	Discussions (optional)
	4 Office Hours per week
	4

	Labs / Studio & Practice
	3 Hours (Studio Work) per week
	3

	Final presentations
	Semester Project
	


	DETYRIME
	Semester 

	Assignments / Presentations
	Students will do weekly presentations based on Active Learning Methods

	Projects
	Students will submit weekly homeworks (pojects) and/or reports at the end of each week.

	Discussions
	Optional discussions will be done during office hours

	Exams
	2 mid term exams

	Credits
	


1. General Course Description

1. Current trends in development research.
2. Quantitative, qualitative ann participatory research methods commonly used in scientific studies.
3. Philosophy of science, historical background and updated conceptualisations.
4. Towards and integrated methodology.
2. Course Objectives
5. Developing an understanding and an appreciation of the quantitative, qualitative and participatory
research methods relevant to satisfactorily address a particular research question.
6. Developing an understanding of the principles and processes involved in developing

and addressing a specific research question

7. Developing an understanding of the principles and processes involved in developing

and addressing a specific research question and developing core competencies in writing a research proposal.

8. Developing a solid background in elementary statistics and data analysis.

9. Gaining fundamental skills in the use of bibliographic software: EndNote or

BibTeX.

10. Gaining fundamental skills in the use of a Statistical Analysis Software: SPSS, or R.
3. Program Material
Students will be exposed to updated  bibliography and selected web sites.
4. Assignments
Students will submit weekly homeworks and/or reports at the end date of each week.
5. Methodology

	Instruction Methods and Techniques Used
■
	Lectures
	□
	Seminars

	■
	Multi-media and interactive presentations
	□
	Group work

	□
	Field and Experimental Course work
	■
	Students participations

	■
	Introduction to related softwares
	■
	Presentations by students


Knowledge and Skills to be acquired
	■
	Knowledge and understanding of subject
	□
	Team work abilities

	■
	Ability to apply acquired knowledge on similar cases
	■
	Positive participation and self expression

	□
	Thinking, Critical / Creative
	□
	Preparation of Field Reports

	□
	Ability to Analyze and study 
	■
	Ability to locate resources and information

	□
	Professional work : Professional Practice and Ethics
	□
	Research abilities; Preparation and presentation


6. Examinations and Evaluation of Work

	Evaluation and Grading


	Percentage of Final Grade

	1
	Participation in Class
	10

	3
	Attendance
	10

	4
	Mid Term Examinations
	10

	5
	Final Presentation
	20

	6
	Final examination
	50


7. Workshop Literature
1- Any reference books or Digital Manuals (included with the programs) related to application programs.
2- Selected Web Sites.

http://www.socialresearchmethods.net/tutorial/tutorial.htm
http://www.statpac.com/surveys/
3- A selective online bibliography of the philosophy of science. http://pages.towson.edu/ppojman/A%20SELECTIVE%20BIBLIOGRAPHY%20OF%20THE%20PHILOSOPHY%20OF%20SCIENCE.htm
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